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this will not become a normal practice. No one who has
played professionally, or for pay, is eligible to play on any
OHSBL team. If this is violated, all league games will be
forfeited, and, if it is discovered in tournament play, the
team will be disqualified.

IX- PLAYER RESIDENCE ELIGIBILITY
REQUIREMENTS

Each Charter Holder will determine its internal boundaries
for any association established within them for the purpose
of selection of players. These boundaries should be described
in detail, shown on a map and dated. A map must be for-
warded to OHSBL when applying for an annual Charter. Play-
ers will be eligible to play with that Charter only if they reside
within the external boundaries approved by OHSBL and the
internal boundaries established for the associations within
the Charter Holders boundaries. A player will be deemed to
reside within the established boundaries of the Charter if:

A. Player’s parents are living together and are resid-
ing within such legal boundaries or;

B. Either of the player’s parents (or his/her court ap-
pointed legal guardian(s)) resides within such bound-
aries.

Residence, reside and residing refer to a place of bona fide,
continuous habitation. A place of residence, once estab-
lished, shall not be considered changed unless the parents,
parent or guardian makes a bona fide change of residence.
Residence shall be established and supported by three or
more of the following documents of residency of such
parent(s) or guardian:

1. Driver’s License;

2. Voter’s Registration;

3. School Records;

4. Welfare Records;

5. Federal, State and Local Records;

6

7

8

. Support payment records;

. Homeowner or tenant property insurance records; and

. Utility bills.
It shall be the Charters responsibility to require some
proof of residence within the charter boundaries at the time
the players register. Players and their parents/guardians are
advised that a false statement of residence may lead to ineligi-
bility to play OHSBL baseball. Under no circumstances does
any person have the authority to release a player unless the
Charter Holder and the Executive Committee approve a










W ec(
RCE S
e . i |

4
E/iS
I @ 9894
.
%
=S

L
FHAMEK
@’ I<



EE G-

EXS



Bo




&1

-m™ Ak
b



a



N
O SENE| & (=6l

ye

=53



XVI-ROLE OF THE PARENT

. The parents of thousands of players combine with their
children, Charter and local associations, umpires, manag-
agers and coaches and countless other volunteers includ-
ing sponsors to have wholesome competition .

. Practically speaking, Ohio Hot Stove Baseball Inc. is an
adult volunteer work project constructed, supervised and
assisted by parents who want to extend the benefit to their
children. The parent who shirks this responsibility cannot,
in turn, expect others to assume this burden.

XVII - MANAGERS’ AND COACHES’
RESPONSIBILITIES

. All managers are urged to know this rule book. Managers
are the only individuals in direct contact with the players,
and are completely responsible for their behavior and know-
ledge of the rules. Managers must inform players of the
rules, therefore, the manager must be totally responsible
for informing and policing the players to maintain compli-
ance with the Ohio Hot Stove Baseball Rules.

. Manager/acting Manager shall be an adult and be responsi-
ble for the conduct of his team, his fans and other business
of the team, including the accuracy of the team roster and
ensure that their coaches have current background checks.

. If a Manager or acting Manager fails to have a current team
roster at a game, and it is questioned during that game, the
game shall be played under protest until the roster is present-
ed. The umpire will indicate on the score sheet that the
game is being played under protest for not having a roster.
Penalty: Manager is suspended from participating in the
next league scheduled game. After the first violation of
this rule the local protest committee can impose any penal-
ty it deems necessary. The intent of this rule is to ensure
that the team has the official roster with them at all times.

. Managers should take the time to review their rosters after
they have been reviewed and signed by a Charter Holder
and returned to them by the Charter Holder. Should any
information not appear to be correct and proper, an appro-
priate Charter Holder Officer should be questioned.

. The Charter has the right to disqualify any player that is
not in good standing of a team sponsored by the Charter
Holder in the OHSBL program (all funds, fees, and etc.).

. Any Manager that violates any policy adopted by a Charter
Holder that regulates player selection, shall be ineligible
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for tournament play during the current year.

G. Any Manager/acting Manager using an ineligible player
during league or tournament play may be suspended for a
minimum of one year, with reinstatement subject to the
approval of the OHSBL Executive Committee. NOTE: It
must be noted that, in other rules, there are some specific
ineligible player violations that require mandatory suspen-
sions.

H. During the period of time that OHSBL District, Regional
and State Final Tournament is being played, No team may
participate in any other organized tournament (as defined
in XI-O) until the team has been eliminated, or until state
tournament play is completed. Penalty: Violation of this
rule by any Charter Holder or team shall cause them to be
declared ineligible, disqualified from the Tournament, and
just cause for forfeiting the last game in which they played.
The last team defeated will be reinstated in their position to
continue tournament play, or, if said team has won the
OHSBL Tournament, it shall be declared ineligible and the
Runner up Team shall be declared the State Champion.
Any further action deemed necessary shall be subject to
the judgment of the OHSBL Executive Committee.

I. The Manager or Charter Holder of any team that drops out
of a OHSBL Tournament to participate in another tourna
ment will be subject to whatever action deemed necessary
by the OHSBL Executive Committee.

dJ. As stated in article XV Leadership, we again state, it can not
be stated too strongly that qualified adult volunteers must
be enlisted as team managers and coaches. It is not enough
that candidates for these important roles have previous
experience. Managers and coaches must possess leadership
ability and know how to work with young participates. Train-
ing players in the fundamentals of teamwork, good sports-
manship and discipline are attainable goals.

K. It is recommended that, when possible, all adult personnel
affiliated with a team be in uniform regarding their dress as
related to their team’s uniform and color. Full uniforms are
not necessary, but all adult personnel of the team should
wear hats and T-shirts of the same style and color. Tank
tops and muscle shirts are not considered proper attire and
persons wearing either will not be permitted on the field or
in the dugouts/benches.

L. Managers’ and Coaches’ must comply with the Ohio State
concussion. See Information on page 98
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pants agell

The G league classification is to accommodate partici
pants ages 11-12

The FF league classification is to accommodate partici-
pants age 13

The F league classification is to accommodate partici-
pants ages 13-14.

The EE league classification is to accommodate
participants ages 15-16.

The E league classification is to accommodate partici-
pants ages 15-16-17-18.

Note: Players in all classifications shall not participate in
more than one OHSBL age classification. Note: See excep-
tion for EE and E in rule XI D-2.

B. The Charter shall be governed by the provisions set forth in

its constitution and by-laws.

C. Each Charter shall:

Prepare, adopt and submit to OHSBL, a constitution
consistent with all rules, regulations and policies of
OHSBL.
Apply for and, if approved, be issued a Charter certifi-
cate.
Have separate boundaries as provided for, and approved
by, the OHSBL and the Charter Holder.
Provide all players with conventional uniforms and
caps is recommended, but hand-me-down type uni-
forms may be worn if so approved by the Charter.
OHSBL shoulder patch ( See rule 1.11A for specific
placement).
Obtain Sports Accident and General Liability insur-
ance through OHSBL or a private insurance company.
The said insurance shall name Ohio Hot Stove Base-
ball League, Inc. on the insurance policy, and the issu-
ing company must provide an insurance certificate
to Ohio Hot Stove Baseball League, Inc. which incudes
the$ limits. The Minimum Insurance requirements are
as follows:
a. Sports Liability $1,000,000.00 (Occurrence
Liability Insurance)
b. Medical Accident Limits $100,000 and:
¢. Medical Expense Maximum (Excess), $15,000 ac-
cidental death, $50,000 accidental dismember-
ment & paralysis, $5,000 dental maximum is the
limit of the medical accident limits.
d. Sports Accident medical coverage to cover the per-
sonnel participating in a game should be $100,000.
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6. If insurance is purchased locally, a copy of the policy or
insurance certificate(s) must be submitted to OHSBL,
Inc. with the team rosters and Insurance form. If it’s
Flilrchased from OHSBL, we’ll have the information on
ile.

7. Charters can, upon OHSBL approval, release their
teams to other Charters if they do not have enough
teams for a four-team league, or if they want to com-
bine to form a larger, more competitive league.

8. Charter Boundaries for selection of players must con-
form to those of the Charter Holder, approved by
OHSBL, and those boundaries approved by the
Charter Holder for its local associations.

9. The Charter shall establish the number of players on
each team with a maximum of 24 players on HH, H,
GG, G, FF & F classifications. Class EE, and E may
use an unlimited number of players. If the number
exceeds 24 players, a team should use two roster
forms. The Charter must have all rosters approved
by OHSBL on or by the established dates as stated in
the Charter calendar as listed on the inside of the back
cover.

10. If a charter does not support E or EE then these teams
come under the Control of the E-EE State Commissio-
er.

. Charter’s must ensure that their managers’ and coaches’

abide by the Ohio State Concussion Law. See page 99 for
addition information

CHARTER BOUNDARIES

. Charter Boundaries for selection of players must conform

to those of the Charter Holder approved by OHSBL, and
those boundaries approved by the Charter Holder for their
Local Associations.

XX - COMMERCIALIZATION

. Exploitation of OHSBL in any form or for any purpose is

prohibited.

. Fund raising projects must be under adult supervision.
. A reasonable Charter participation fee may be assessed as

a parent’s obligation to assure the operational continuity of
the local League. It is recommended that parents who are
unable to pay a participation fee be encouraged to contrib-
ute volunteer time to the Charters or Local Associations.
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D. The cost per team to participate in the state single elimination
tournament is a progressive cost as follows:
1. District $60.00 2. Regional $60.00 3. State Final $60.00
E. The Cost per team to participate in the state double elimination
(E and EE) is
The total cost for single elimination through the State Final is
$180.00. When a team moves into the Regional, it is the respon-
sibility of the Manager to pay the reglonalggee to the Tournament
Director.When a team moves into the State Finals, it is the
responsibiityof the Manager to pay the State Finals fee to the
TournamentDirector.

XXIIT - BACKGROUND SCREENING

OHSBL has made it mandatory that all managers, coaches and
charter affiliate officers have a background (check) screening.
OHSBL has partnered with the Nation Center for Safet Initi-
atives (NCSI) to provide the services that we need to accompl- lish
the background screening in the fairest way possible while at the
same time maintaining complete privacy of information submitted
to obtain the most accurate information that is avail- able. All
rejected (RED LIGHTED) applicants will have the opportunity to
resolve any issues, with NCSI without getting the Charter or
OHSBL involved. A copy of the contract will be on file with
OHSBL. Each Charter will receive a copy of the OHSBL Volun-
teer Dlsquahﬁers List.

All managers, coaches, charter officers and Executive

Committee will be requlred to have a current back-

ground check prior to the start of the 2013 season.

2. It shall be the manager and charter’s responsibility to
ensure that the Background screenings are completed.

3. If a person is (Red Lighted), they cannot participate in
OHSBL until the issues that caused the red light have
been resolved with NCSI.

4. Charter and OHSBL will maintain a list of all screened
participants that will have no detailed information except
name, NCSI ID # and the indication of a RED LIGHT
(means you were rejrected) and a GREEN LIGHT
(means you passed the screening).

5. Any disputes that may arise by a person being (Red
Lighted) disqualified will be handled by the person
being disqualified and NCSI.

6. OHSBL will set up the accounts that will be
necessary for payment and tracking purposes.

7. The Charter must decide on the method of payment.

The only acceptable back, %eround check is the OHSBL pro-
gram t ugh NCSI. Check withyou Charter forthe proper
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4. All classifications-wooden bats shall be a smooth round
stick not more than 2  inches in diameter at the thick-
est part and not more than 42 inches in length. Bat shall
be one piece of solid wood.

5. Choke up Knobs are illegal for all classifications.

6. Any bat that is altered and causes the manufacturers
specification to be changed shall be considered a illegal
bat and could be cause for legal action by the bat manu-
facturers and leagues.

PENALTY 1.10: If the umpire discovers that an illegal bat

is used or detected in the batter’s box, the batter will be

declared out and all base runners will return to the base
they occupied at the time of the pitch. This penalty will be
applied regardless if the batter makes contact or not.

1.11 Uniform
A. 1. All players on the team should wear like uniforms.

Uniforms must be numbered on the back with at least
a two inch high number. There should be no duplicat
numbers. 2. The OHSBL shoulder patch should be af-
fixed onto the upper left sleeve of the uniform blouse.
Patches are worn three inches below the left shoulder
seam on raglan sleeve; one inch below seam on set-in
sleeve; over left breast on sleeveless style. 3. Memo-
rial patch is permissible This can be placed on the cap
or uniform. Keep in mind that OHSBL tournament
patch must be on the left shoulder. 4. Any part of the
pitcher’s under shirt or T-shirt exposed to view shall
be of a uniform solid color, pitcher can not wear white
or gray.

B. 1. Sleeve lengths may vary for individual players, but the
sleeves of each individual shall be approximately the same
length. 2. No player shall wear ragged, frayed or slit
sleeves. 3. If a sleeveless style uniform jersey is used or a
muscle shirt style, an under garment with short or long
sleeves must be worn.

C. No players shall attach to a uniform tape or other mate-
rial of a different color than the uniform.

Glass or polished metal buttons shall not be used on a
uniform or team baseball cap.

E. Baseball Shoes 1. Classifications HH, H, GG, & G. Plain
or cleated rubber, half inch (maximum) molded plastic
cleated shoes shall be worn by these classes. Shoes with
metal spikes or cleats are not permitted. 2. Classifications
FF, F, EE and E. Plain or cleated rubber or one half inch
(maximum) molded plastic cleated or metal cleated shoes
may be worn by these classifications. 3 Replaceable molded
plastic cleats are legal for all classifications. Broken, dam-
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strike zone. This is a live ball.
lI);ATTER is an offensive player who takes a position in the batter’s
OX.
BATTER-RUNNER is a term that identifies the offensive player
who has just finished a time at bat until that player is put out or
until the play on which that player becomes a runner ends.
BATTER’S BOX is the area within which the batter must stand
during a time at bat. Lines are considered part of the box.
BATTERY is the pitcher and catcher.
BATTING ORDER is the list of current players in the order in
which they are to bat.
BENCH OR DUGOUT is the seating facilities reserved for
players, substitutes, one manager, and not more than three
coaches when they are not actively engaged on the playing
field. One of the following is permitted bat boy or bat girl, certified
trainer and scorekeeper.
BUNT is a batted ball not swung at, but intentionally met with
the bat and tapped slowly.
CALLED GAME is one in which, for any reason, the umpire-in-
chief terminates play.
CATCH is the act of a fielder in getting secure possession in the
hand or glove of a ball in flight and firmly holding it before it
touches the ground providing such fielder does not use cap, pro-
tector, pocket or any other part of the uniform in getting posses-
sion. It is not a catch, however, if simultaneously or immediately
following contact with the ball, the fielder collides with a player,
or with a wall, or if that fielder falls down, and as a result of such
collision or falling, drops the ball. It is not a catch if a fielder
touches a fly ball, which then hits a member of the offensive
team or an umpire and then is caught by another defensive
player. If the fielder has made the catch and drops the ball while
in the act of making a throw following the catch, the ball shall be
adjudged to have been caught. In establishing the validity of the
catch, the fielder shall hold the ball long enough to prove com-
plete control of the ball and that release of the ball is voluntary
and intentional. A catch is legal if any fielder finally holds the ball,
even though juggled, or held by another fielder before it touches
the ground. Runners may leave their bases the instant the
first fielder touches the ball.
The CATCHER is the fielder who takes the position back of the
home base.
The CATCHER’S BOX is that area within which the catcher
shall stand until the pitcher delivers the ball.
CHIN STRAP is a manufactured strap that fits onto a helmet to
help hold the helmet on the players head.
A COACH is appointed to perform such duties as the manager
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c. To account for the advance of a runner made solely
because of the defensive team’s indifference. (Unde-
fended steal).

A FLY BALL is a batted ball that goes high in the air in flight.
A FORCE PLAY is a play in which a runner legally loses the
right the right to occupy a base because of the batter becoming a
runner. NOTE: Confusion regarding this play is removed by
remembering that frequently the force situation is removed
during the play. Example: Runner on first, one out, ground ball
hit sharply to first baseman, which touches the base and the
batter-runner is out. The force is removed at that moment, and
the runner advancing to second must be tagged. If there had
been a runner at second or third, and either of these runners
scored before the tag out at second, the run counts. Had the first
baseman thrown to second and the ball is returned to first, the
play at second would have been a force-out, making two outs,
and the return throw to first would have made the third out.

A FORFEITED GAME is a game declared ended by the umpire
in favor of the offended team by the score of 7 to 0, for violation
of the rules.

A FOUL BALL is a batted ball that settles on foul territory
between home and first base, or between home and third base,
or that bounds past first or third base on or over foul territory, or
that first falls on foul territory beyond first or third base, or that
while on or over foul territory, touches the person of an umpire
or player, or any object foreign to the natural ground. NOTE: A
foul fly shall be judged according to

the relative position of the ball and foul line, including the foul
pole, and not as to whether the fielder is on foul or fair territory
at the time that fielder touches the ball.

FOUL TERRITORY is that part of the playing field outside the
first and third base lines extended to the fence and perpendicu-
larly upwards.

A FOUL TIP is a batted ball that goes sharp and direct from the
bat to the catcher’s hands and is legally caught. It is not a foul tip
unless caught, and any foul tip that is caught is a strike, and the
ball is in play. It is not a catch if it is a rebound, unless the ball has
first touched the catcher’s glove or hand.

A GROUND BALL is a batted ball that rolls or bounces close to
the ground.

HOME TEAM is the team which takes the field first at the start
of ltlh];} game. Adopted schedules will determine which team this
will be.

ILLEGAL (or ILLEGALLY) is contrary to these rules.

An ILLEGAL PITCH is (1) a pitch delivered to the batter when
the pitcher does not have the pivot foot in contact with the
pitcher’s plate; (2) a quick return pitch, or any other act meeting
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3.0
a.

substitution.

- Anouncement of Subsitituutions

If no announcement of a substitution during league

play is made, the substitute shall be considered to have

entered the game when:

1. If a pitcher, the substitute takes a position on the

pitcher’s plate and throws one warm up pitch to the

catcher;

2. If a batter, the substitute takes a position in the batter’s

box;

3. If a fielder, the substitute reaches the position usually

occupied by the fielder being replaced and play com-

mences;

4. If a runner, the substitute takes the place of the runner

being replaced.

5. Any play made by, or on, any of the above mentioned
unannounced substitutes shall be legal.

Exception: During OHSBL tournament play you must re-
port all substitutions to the official tournament scorekeeper.
See Rule T15.07 B

3.10 -

3.11 -

3.12 -

Players, managers and coaches of the participating
teams shall not address or mingle with spectators, nor
sit in the stands during a game in which they are en-
gaged.

Ground Rules

The home team manager shall determine the fitness of
the playing field before the game starts.

Crew Chief shall be the sole judge as to whether and
when play shall be suspended during a game because
of unsuitable weather conditions or the unfit condition
of the playing field; as to whether and when play shall
be resumed after such suspension; and as to whether
and when a game shall be terminated after such suspen-
sion. Said umpire shall not call the game until at least
thirty minutes after play has been suspended. The
umpire may continue suspension as long as there is

any chance to resume play.

Double Headers

Scheduled league doubleheader is permissible, but Charter
must take into consideration OHSBL pitching rules.
Suspended league game must be played ahead of the regul-
arly scheduled game. At least one full hour must be sched-
uled between games. Fifteen minute warm up is not part of
the one hour. Tournament game see T15.05 G.

3.13 - When the umpire suspends play, Time shall be called. When
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3.14 -

3.15 -

3.16 -

3.1

3.1

3.1

3.20

3.21

the umpire call’s Play the suspension is lifted and play re-
sumes. Between the call of Time and the call of Play, the
ball is dead.

The Charter or home team manager will establish ground
rules to be followed by all teams in the league play. If there are
any disagreements about the ground rules, the crew chief will
establish the ground rules.

Members of the offensive team shall carry all gloves and other
equipment off the field and to the dugout while their team is
at bat. No equipment shall be left lying on the field , either in
fair or foul territory.

No person shall be allowed on the playing field during a game
except uniformed players, managers and coaches, umpires
and (professional photographers at the discretion of the crew
chief). In case of intentional interference with play by any
person authorized to be on the playing field, the ball is dead at
the moment of the interference and no runners on base may
advance. Should an overthrown ball accidentally touch an
authorized person, it will not be considered interference and
the ball will remain live.

When there is spectator interference with any thrown or
batted ball, the ball shall be dead at the moment of interfer-
ence and the umpire shall impose such penalties as in the
umpire’s opinion will nullify the act of interference. AP-
PROVED RULING: If spectator interference clearly prevents
a fielder from catching a fly ball, the umpire shall declare the
batter out.

Players and substitutes shall sit on their team’s bench or in the
dugout unless participating in the game or preparing to enter
the game. No one except eligible players in uniform, a man-
ager, assistant manager, two coaches, one scorekeeper and
bat retriever shall occupy the bench or dugout. When bat-
ters or base runners are retired, they must return to the
bench or dugout at once.

The Charter shall insure that there is proper protection
sufficient to preserve order and to prevent spectators from
entering the field. Either team may refuse to play until the
field is cleared.

All casts, splints and braces must be padded. No protective
equipment shall have exposed metal or any hard material.
Note: any equipment judged by the umpire to be poten-
tially dangerous is illegal and will be removed. If it is not
removed, the player is ineligible to play.

Cell phones or other communication devices shall not be
used on the field of play or in dugouts , except for those
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protest shall be considered on a decision involving umpire’s
judgment. Equipment, which does not meet specifica-
tions, must be removed from the game.

The managers of contesting teams only shall have the

right to protest a game or, in their absence, the man-
ager. However, the manager or acting manager may not
leave the dugout until receiving permission from an um-
pire. It is the responsibility of the protesting manager
to know the requirements relating to the filing of pro-
test as well as to which rule and regulation is protestable.

Protests shall be made as follows:

1. The protesting manager shall immediately, and be-

fore any succeeding play begins,

i. Notify the umpire that the game is being played
under protest.

i1. Provide the umpire with a detailed account and
must quote the rule number and page number of
the specific rule violation.

iii. Charter protest fee must accompany the written
protest, which must be filed according to estab-
lished Charter procedures.

2. Following such notice the umpire shall consult with
the other umpire(s). If the umpire is convinced that
the decision is in conflict with the rules, the umpire
shall reverse that decision.

3. If, however, after consultation, the umpire is convi-
nced that the decision is not in conflict with the rules,
said umpire shall announce that the game is being
played under protest. Failure of the umpire to make

such an announcement shall not affect the validity of

the protest.

Protest made due to use of ineligible pitcher or ineligible

player may be considered only if made to the umpire. In

the event it is discovered after the game, the protest

must be filed directly with the Charter. Any protest

for any reason whatsoever during League play must be

verbally submitted stating rule violation by the manager

first to the umpire on the field of play and then in writing
along with the Charter protest fee as established by the

Charter. If a protest is filed directly with the Charter

the same procedure must be followed as related to fees,

written details and etc. Only fraudulent roster informa-

tion will be considered for protest after 2nd Sunday in

June of current year.

The crew chief shall also submit a report immediately,

as established by the Charter for league play.

During League play a protest committee established by the
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2.11

6.12

.01

saw®

Should an EH become ill/injured during the course
of a game, a substitute will be allowed and will as-
sume that position in the batting order. The batting
order cannot be altered. Should a substitute not be
available, an out will occur at the EH spot in the
lineup when due to bat. Substitutions may be a reen-
ter player.

Ejection of an EH may only be substituted by a non-
re-entered player. Should a legal player not be avail
able, an out will be declared at that position in the
battlng order when due to bat.

tra Hitter for Classes HH(H("™ and"

! H will be declared at ground rules.

! H will be a position player and the player that
starts | H must play a mandatory two innings as
the ! H per rule 303 Substitution for HH( H("(
and" .9 a*.

The starting ! H must play 2 outs at defensive
position during the game.

A substitute player mat not enter the game as the
! H. #layer must meet the 2 outs as a defensive
player before player can assume the! H postion.
Should an ! H become sick or inSured dfn'mg
the course of the game( a substitute will be al-
lowed and will asume that position in the batting
order. The batting order cannot bealtered.Should
a subsititution not be available( an out will be
declared at that position in the batting order
when due to bat. Substitution may be a re-enter-
ed player.

A # osition player currently in the game may not
not asume the position of ! H until the player has
played two innings. # layer in a matching situa-
situattion may not assume the ! H position until
the ! H that the player is replacing has met this
re'duire ment. Managers do not alter the batting
order.

HH & H league when a batter is walked the runner can
continue running to 2nd as long as the runner does not
stop at 1st. This is a judgement call as to whether the
runner rounds 1st in a proper manner and comes to a
logical conclusion.

.00 The Runner

A runner acquires the right to an unoccupied base when
he touches it before he 1s out. He is then entitled to it
until he is put out or forced to vacate it for another
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cap, mask or any part of his uniform detached from its proper
place on his person. The ball is in play;

e. Two bases, if a fielder deliberately throws his glove at and
touches a thrown ball. The ball is in play;

NOTE: In applying (b-c-d-e) the umpire must rule that the thrown
glove or detached cap or mask has touched the ball. There is
no penalty if the ball is not touched. Under (c-e) this penalty
shall not be invoked against a fielder whose glove is carried off
his hand by the force of a batted or thrown ball, or when his
glove flies off his hand as he makes an obvious effort to make a
legitimate catch.

f. Two bases, if a fair ball bounces or is deflected into the stands
outside the first or third base foul lines; or if it goes through or
under a field fence, or through or under a score board, or
through or under shrubbery or vines on the fence; or if it sticks
in such fence, score board, shrubbery or vines;

g. Two bases when, with no spectators on the playing field, a
thrown ball goes into the stands, or into a bench (whether or not
the ball rebounds into the field), or over or under or through a
field fence, or on a slanting part of the screen above the back-
stop, or remains in the meshes of a wire screen protecting
spectators. The ball is dead. When such wild throw is the first
play by an infielder, the umpire, in awarding such bases, shall
be governed by the position of the runners at the time the ball
was pitched; in all other cases the umpire shall be governed
by the position of the runners at the time the wild throw
was made; Note: If all runners, including the batter-runner,
have advanced at least one base when an infielder makes a
wild throw on the first play after the pitch, the award shall be
governed by the position of the runners when the wild throw
was made;

h. One base, if a ball, pitched to the batter, or thrown by the
pitcher from his position on the pitcher’s plate to a base
to catch a runner, goes into a stand or a bench area, or over or
through a field fence or backstop. The ball is dead.

APPROVED RULING: When a wild pitch or passed ball goes
through or by the catcher, or deflects off the catcher, and goes
directly into the dugout, stands, above the break, or any area
where the ball is dead, the awarding of bases shall be one base.
One base shall also be awarded if the pitcher, while in contact
with the rubber, throws to a base, and the throw goes directly
into the stands or into any area where the ball is dead. If,
however, the pitched or thrown ball goes through or by the
catcher or through the fielder and remains on the playing field,
and is subsequently kicked or deflected into the dugout stands
or other area where the ball is dead, the awarding of bases
shall be two bases from position of runners at the time of the
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pitch or throw; One base, if the batter becomes a runner on
ball four or strike three, when the pitch passes the catcher and
lodges in the umpire’s mask or paraphernalia. NOTE: If the
batter becomes a runner on a wild pitch which entitles the
runners to advance one base, the batter-runner shall be en-
titled to first base only.

.06 -When obstruction occurs, the umpire shall call or signal Obstruc-

a.

b.

tion :

If a play is being made on the obstructed runner, or if the
batter-runner is obstructed before touching first base, the ball
is dead and all runners shall advance without liability to be
put out, to the bases they would have reached, in the umpire’s
judgment, if there had been no obstruction. The obstructed
runner shall be awarded at least one base beyond the base last
legally touched by such runner before the obstruction. Any
preceding runners forced to advance by the award of bases as
the penalty for obstruction shall advance without liability to
be put out;

If no play is being made on the obstructed runner, the play shall
proceed until no further action is possible. The umpire shall
then call Time and impose such penalties, if any, as in that
umpire’s judgment will nullify the act of obstruction. NOTE 1:
When the ball is not dead on obstruction and an obstructed
runner advances beyond the base which, in the umpire’s judg-
ment, the runner would have been awarded because of being
obstructed, the runner does so at his/her own risk and may
be tagged out. This is a judgment call. NOTE 2: The catcher,
without the ball in their possession, has no right to block
the pathway of the runner attempting to score. The base line
belongs to the runner, and the catcher should be there only
when fielding a ball or with the ball already in his/her posses-
sion.

.0 - If, with a runner on third base and trying to score by means

.0

a.

b.

of a squeeze play or steal, the catcher or any other fielder
steps 1n front of home base without possession of the ball,
or touches the batter or the bat, the pitcher shall be charged
with a balk, the batter shall be awarded first base on the
interference and the ball is dead.
- Any runner is out when:
1. Running more than three feet away from a direct line
between bases to avoid being tagged, unless such action is to
avoid interference with a fielder fielding a batted ball; or
2. After touching first base the runner leaves the base line
obviously abandoning all effort to touch the next base.
Intentionally interferes with a thrown ball; or hinders a
fielder attempting to make a play on a batted ball. NOTE: A
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. Attempting to score on a play in which the batter interferes

with the play at home base before two are out. With two
out, the interference puts the batter out and no score counts;
Passing a preceding runner before such runner is out;
Failing to return at once to first base after overrunning or
over sliding that base. If attempting to run to second the
runner is out when tagged. If after over running or over
sliding first base, the runner starts toward the dugout, or
toward a position, and fails to return to first base at once,
that runner is out on appeal, when said runner or the base
is tagged;

. In running or sliding for home base, the runner fails to

touch home base and makes no attempt to return to the
base, when a fielder holds the ball in hand, while touching
home base, and appeals to the umpire for the decision.
NOTE: This rule applies only where the runner is on the way
to the bench and a fielder would be required to chase the
runner to tag him/her. It does not apply to the ordinary play
where the runner misses the plate and then immediately
makes an effort to touch the plate before being tagged. In
that case, the runner must be tagged.

Runner is out if player removes their batting helmet any
time during a live ball situation. If a player deliberately
removes his protective headgear during playing action
the player shall be called out. Ruling: a dead ball advance
on bases is not considered playing action.

- It is interference by a batter or runner when: .
. The batter hinders the catchers attempt to field the ball;
. After hitting or bunting a fair ball, while holding the bat,

the bat of such batter hits the ball a second time in fair
territory. The ball is dead and no runners may advance.
If the batter-runner drops the bat and the ball rolls against
the bat in fair territory and, in the umpire’s judgment, there
was no intention to interfere with the course of the ball,
the ball is alive and in play;

. The batter intentionally deflects the course of a foul ball in

any manner;
Before two are out and a runner on third base, the batter
hinders a fielder in making a play at home base; the run-
ner is out;

Any member or members of the offensive team stand or
gather around any base, to which a runner is advancing,
to confuse, hinder or add to the difficulty of the fielders.
Such runner shall be declared out for the interference of
teammate or teammates;

Any batter or runner who has just been put out hinders
or impedes any following play being made on a runner.
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b.

Intentionally delay the game by throwing the ball to players
other than the catcher, when the batter is in position, except in
an attempt to retire a runner, or commit an illegal pitch for
the purpose of not pitching to the batter (i.e. intentional walk,
etc.); PENALTY: If, after warning by the umpire, such delaying
action is repeated, the pitcher can be removed from the game.

c. Intentionally pitch at the batter. If in the umpire’s judgment,

such violation occurs, the umpire shall warn the pitcher and
the manager of the defense that another such pitch will mean
immediate expulsion of the pitcher. If such pitch is repeated
during the game, the umpire shall eject the pitcher from the
game.

.03 -When a pitcher takes a position at the beginning of each in-

ning, that pitcher shall be permitted to pitch not to exceed
eight preparatory pitches to the catcher, or other team mate
acting in the capacity of catcher, during which play shall be
suspended. Such preparatory pitches shall not consume more
than one minute of time. If a sudden emergency causes a
pitcher to be summoned into the game without any opportu-
nity to warm up, the umpire-in-chief shall allow the pitcher as
many pitches as the umpire deems necessary.

.04 -When the bases are unoccupied, the pitcher shall  deliver the

ball to the batter within 20 seconds after the pitcher receives
the ball . The 20-second timing starts when the pitcher is in
possession of the ball and the batter is in the box, alert to
pitcher. The timing stops when the pitcher releases the ball.
The umpire shall call a ball when this rule is violated. NOTE:
The intent of this rule is to avoid unnecessary delays. The
umpire shall insist that the catcher return the ball promptly
to the pitcher, and that the pitcher take a position on the
pitcher’s plate promptly.

.05 - An illegal pitch (is a balk when a runner or runners

a.

b.

o

are on base) is when;

The pitcher, while touching the plate, makes any motion natu-
rally associated with the pitch and fails to make such delivery;
The pitcher, while touching his plate, feints a throw to first
base and fails to complete the throw;

The pitcher, while touching his plate, fails to step directly toward
a base before throwing;

The pitcher, while touching his plate, throws, or feints a
throw to an unoccupied base, except for the purpose of
making a play; makes any motion naturally associated with
the pitch while not touching the pitcher’s plate;

The pitcher makes an illegal pitch;

bThe pitcher delivers the ball to the batter while not facing the
atter;

The pitcher makes any motion naturally associated with his
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signia or lettering approved by OHSBL or the Char-
ter

(f) Uniforms and equipment shall be clean and neat.

(g) Plate umpiree must have a chest protector, mask with
throat protector, shin guards, indicator, protective cup,
short brush, indicator, shin guards and a ball bag.
Field umpire must have a indicator. Do not wear a
ball bag.

(h)Shin guards must be worn underneath trousers.

(1) No jewelry (both soft and metallic types) shall be worn
on the field with the exception of wedding bands and
medical alert bracelet.

() For your information, please check rule 15.13L.

- Umpires Conduct:

(a) An umpire shall not fraternize with managers,
coaches, players, spectators or any field personnel.

(b) Be firm but polite. Make it clear from the outset that
abuse of the umpire will no be tolerated. The rules
clearly state that no protest is allowed on a judgment
call. A question on a rule interpretation should be courte-
ous, but brief. The only consultation should then be
with fellow umpires and the rule book. Make the rul-
ing and continue on with the game.

(c) Always keep your eyes everlasting on the ball while it
is in play.

(d) Each umpire team should work out a simple set of sig-
nals.

(e) Umpires must be certified by OHSBL Chief Umpire
or Executive Committee appointed personnel and
should attend umpires’ clinics each year as they be-
come available to obtain refresher training and rule
change data. It is a must that umpires know the OHSBL,
Inc. Basseball rules

- Cell Phones

Cell phones or other communication devices shall not

be used on the the field of play or in dugouts, except

those that respond to emergencies and identify them-
selves at ground rules. Cell Phones are not considered
part of your uniform. Put it in your pocket.

In the final analysis, the success or failure of the Hot Stove
league rests to a large degree on the quality of the Umpire
corps. Good umpiring will foster more interest from the play-
ers, more help and cooperation from the parents and more aid
from the community in general. Bad umpiring will destroy
anything we have built to date.
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players. PENALTY: Teams that have not paid their en-
try fee by the required date will be ineligible for Tourna-
ment play. Tournament fees shall be refunded if a team
withdraws by notifying the Charter, who will submit the
proper form by the established deadline. There shall be
no entry fee refunds after this deadline.

B. When a team advances to regional and finals the man-
ager is responsible for paying an additional $60.00 on
each advancement to the Tournament Director.

T15.04 Tournament Drawing
There shall be no refund of any entry fee if a team with-
draws or is disqualified from any District, Regional or
State Final Tournament.
A.Tt shall be the responsibility of each District Tourna-
ment Director to notify the official Charter representa-
tive of each Charter participating in the District Tourna-
ment of the details concerning the drawing. No drawing
may be held unless every Charter has been notified.

B. Each Manager is responsible for getting the information
from their Charter Officer, as to the time and place of the
drawing and have himself/herself, a representative listed
on the roster, or a Charter approved representative (in
writting) must be present for the drawing. Failure to be
present at the drawing will disqualify a team from
participatng in the tournament. Note: If no adults can be
present for the drawing the Charter can assign an adult
to draw for the team. There must be a written letter
stating team name, person that will be drawing and the
reason for no one on the roster being present for the
drawing. The tournament
director will approve the letter for the state and foward
them to OHSBL. NO ONE CAN DRAW FOR MORE THAN
ONE TEAM IN EACH CLASSIFICATION.

Under no circumstances can a team be added to the Dis-
trict Tournament after the drawing is underway.

The district pre-tournament drawing shall be conducted
as follows:

1. All League play will be used to determine seeds.

Each division must have a minimum of six (6) teams

to qualify as a division seed. The definition of a league

will be a minimum of four (4) teams. All leagues are
entitled to one seed, but if a league has

more than one division they must be made up of six
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T15.06
A.

Pitching rules shall be enforced.
When two bracket winners are decided in District Tourna-
ment, there shall be no playoff to decide the District Cham-
pion.
No OHSBL Tournament game shall be scheduled to start prior
to 9:00 A.M. on Saturdays and 11:30 A.M. on Sundays.
(EXCEPTION: Due to weather conditions and at the discre-
tion of the tournament director Sunday games can start at
10:00 AM
Team Managers are urged to check the time for all scheduled
games, and no formal protest will be allowed for failure to do
so. In the event that, due to travel conditions, a team is unable to
arrive in time to play its scheduled game, the manager is
responsible for notifying the Tournament Director regarding
this situation. The Tournment Directors have been so instructed
and will give all possible consideration to each team regarding
this type of delay and have the authority to adjust the time
regarding the playing of this game. Additional consideration
must be given to the team that has reported and is ready to
play. Final decision lies with the Tournament Director. No
appeals to the Executive Committee for decisions made cover-
ing this situation will be accepted.
Any Manager taking undue advantage of Section 1 shall be
subject to any action deemed necessary by the OHSBL Execu-
tive Committee.
An allotted warm up time of ten (10) minutes will be ex-
tended to any team that has been delayed due to travel condi-
tions provided the proper procedure has been followed by
the Manager, and the game has been temporarily delayed by
the Tournament Director.
No Tournament game shall be started after 7:00 P.M. on a field
without lights or after 9:00 P.M. on a field with lights. Starting
time for a game is when the umpire calls Play Ball.
In the event that weather conditions or darkness cause the
postponement of any OHSBL game, or in the event that a
game must be replayed due to a protest, the Tournament
Director shall reschedule the playing of such game on a date,
at such a location and at such time that he deems it appropri-
ate in order to complete Tournament play as scheduled.
NOTE: Due consideration must be given to the teams in-
volved when scheduling or rescheduling any game, regard-
ing rule 8.10 pitching. All decisions made by the Tournament
Director are final and are not subject to protest.
HOME TEAM
This is determined by the toss of a coin prior to game time. In
the event of rain out or replay of the game, the home team
will remain the same in Tournament play and playoffs for
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score in the official score book and prepare box scores.
NOTE: No State, Regional or District Tournament game
shall start or be played unless an Official Field Director is
present.

The District Tournament Directors shall approve all assign-
ments of competent Umpires to all scheduled games.
Such assignments shall be made by the Supervisor of
Umpires of the Charter Holder conducting District Tour-
nament play. For Regional or State Tournament play, such
assignments shall be made by the State Assignment Com-
mittee made up of the President, Executive Committee
Member at large and State Chief Umpire with the help of
Supervisor of Umpires for all regional sites. The assign-
ments of umpires shall be made consistent with the ability
of the individual to adhere to all OHSBL Rules and Regu-
lations and their ability to conduct themselves in accor-
dance with the standards set forth by the OHSBL Execu-
tive Committee. District Tournament Directors may use 16-
17 year old umpires for H, HH and I league only.

In Regional play, the local Charter Supervisor of Umpires,
once the State Assignment Committee has made assign-
ments, shall supervise, replace and substitute when um-
pires do not show up or other circumstances of an immedi-
ate nature exist.

The OHSBL shall furnish all District, Regional and State
Tournament Directors all trophies and awards for pre-
sentation to all District Tournament Finalists and Runers-
up and State Tournament Winners and Runners-up.

All OHSBL Tournament Directors shall furnish compe-
tent Adult Field Directors at all playing field locations in
order that they can supervise each game and handle all
matters that are prescribed for them by the OHSBL
ExecutiveCommittee. No Field Director may overrule any
Umpire in any decision that relates to the duties of the
Umpire, which governs the actual playing of the game
under regular baseball rules.

NO TOURNAMENT officials may enter the playing field
area in muscle shirts or any other clothing that does not
give normal dress appearance. Tournament officials are
permitted to wear shorts.

In situations where District, Regional or State Tournag
ment Directors or any official member of a Tournament
Staff are not carrying out their duties as prescribed by the
OHSBL Executive Committee, such violations must be sub-
mitted to the Executive Committee for their prompt atten-
tion to take any action they deem necessary in order to
correct any situation that may hinder the completion of
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any Tournament play.

T15.12 - FILING PROTESTS

A.

=

=

Protests based on the misinterpretation of a published
rule and regulation or the misinterpretation of a playing rule
governed by the current Official Baseball Playing Rules
will be received and considered. The failure of a field
director and/or Umpire to apply the proper penalty for a
certain violation of prescribed rules and regulations would
be protestable.

Protests that relate to Hot Stove League Rules and Regula-
tions must be made to the plate umpire at the time of the
incident. In all cases, play shall not be resumed until the
Umpire-in-Chief has notified the field director or autho-
rized official and the official scorekeeper. In any of the
mentioned situations, the teams must be notified by either
the Umpire in-Chief or the field director or authorized offi-
cial present, as to the nature of any protest.

No manager shall be denied the right to protest provided he/
she has followed the requirements as stipulated. It is the
responsibility of the Manager protesting to know the re-
quirements relating to the filing of protest as well as to which
rule can be protested.

All verbal and written accounts of protests must be related
to OHSBL Rules and Regulations that govern the actual
playing of the game. Such verbal and written accounts
must be in detail and must quote the rule number and page
being protested.

During Tournament a written account of any protest and
$75.00 fee must be given to the plate Umpire or Tourna-
ment Director at the time of the actual protest. Game
ending protests: (a) A verbal protest must be communi-
cated to the tournament director within 10 minutes after
the game has ended. (b)The written account of the pro-
test must be in the hands of the tournament director
within two hours of the game ending play.

If the protest is won and the game must be replayed from the
point of protest, or the game is forfeited; the protest fee is
returned to the Manager filing the protest. If the protest is
denied, the fee goes into the Tournament fund.

Umpires shall make note of the protest on the official score
sheet and shall file a full account of the incident with the
Tournament Director during tournaments and Local
League Officials during Local League Play. All umpires,
field directors, scorekeepers, and managers (both teams)
shall make themselves available for a protest meeting.The
protest committee shall consist of at least five (5) per-
sons. Chairperson and Secretary will be agreed upon. IN
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T15.13
A.

received and considered. 2. The failure of an Umpire to apply the
proper rule to a given situation or to impose the proper penalty
for a certain violation of rules would be protestable.

Only fraudulent roster information will be considered for
protest after 2nd Sunday in June of the current year.
UMPIRES

For District Tournament- Charter Holders may submit a list
of at least six (6) qualified Adult Umpires to

be assigned for District Tournament by each District
Tournament Director, State or Regional Tournament. Each
District Tournament Director may submit a list of at least four
(4) qualified Adult Umpires to be assigned

for Regional Tournaments by each Regional Tournament Di-
rector and Head Umpire of that Regional. Umpires should
be sent to the regional that the winning teams are sent to. It is
the responsibility of the District Tournament Director/Head
Umpire to submit a list of Umpires to the Regional Tourna-
ment Director/Head Umpire for assignment to Regional Tour-
nament games. FOR STATE FINAL TOURNAMENT: Each
Regional Tournament Director/Head Umpire may submit a
list of at least eight (8) qualified adult umpires to be assigned
for State Tournament play. The balance of adult umpires
needed to complete the required number of assignments in
State Tournament will be assigned by the State Umpire As-
signment Committee (State Umpire in Chief, President, and
Secretary Treasurer.)
No Adult Umpire involved in a protest shall be permitted to serve
on a Protest Committee.
Tournament games. Two umpires will work district games
with the exception of the district finals. Three umpires will be
scheduled for the district finals. Two umpires will be sched-
uled for all regional games with the exception of the regional
finals. Three umpires will be scheduled for all regional final
games. Four umpires will be scheduled for all State Champi-
onship games, shall be furnished by the State Tournament
Director. For State Tournament play such assignments shall
be made by the OHSBL Assignment Committee, made up
of the President, Executive Secretary-Treasurer and the State
Umpire-in-Chief. Sixteen (16) & seventeen (17) year old um-
pires can be used for District Tournament play (HH and H
league only).
No OHSBL Tournament game shall be played unless the
required number of Umpires of the Approved Tourna-
ment Umpires Staff scheduled to work the game are in
attendance. Such games shall be rescheduled by the
Tournament Director, and at such time when he can
furnish the required number of Umpires to work this.
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any physical punishment on any participant enrolled in
the OHSBL baseball program. Physical Punishment in-
cludes, but is not limited to, spanking, striking the partici-
pant anywhere on the body with the hand or an object
even once, pushing or shoving on a participant, or flicking
with the finger. No staff member of the team shall direct
any other person or participant to inflict any form of physi-
cal punishment on another participant.

All staff members of the team will use clear and appropri-
ate language when addressing participants. No rude, off
color, personal remarks, or name-calling is to be done and
they shall not make comparisons of participants to other
persons or objects.

No staff member of the team shall touch or cause anyone
else to touch another participant in a manner that would
be considered Molestation . This includes touching, rub-
bing, caressing, any areas of a participant’s bottom, geni-
tal areas or breast areas.

No staff shall cause a child to touch, rub, caress, or per-
form any physical action that would involve a participant
touching any part of the staff member’s body.

All staff shall watch for participants engaging in any ac-
tion with another participant that would include physical
contact in an inappropriate manner such as listed above.
Staff members should not put themselves in a situation
where they are alone with a child in a private area such
as, but not limited to, a bathroom.

If any observations or allegations of misconduct or moles-
tation are known, the staff member is required to report
it to the office immediately.

Safety Code

Responsibility for safety procedures should be that of an

adult member of the local league.

Arrangements should be made in advance of all games
and practices for emergency medical services.

Managers, coaches and umpires should have some train-
ifng1 in first aid. First Aid Kit should be available at the
ield.

No game or practice should be held when weather or field con-
ditions are not good, particularly when lighting is
inadequate.When lightning is spotted the game will be delayed
one half hour from the time the lightning is spotted. Time
is started over from each time lightning is spotted.

Play area should be inspected frequently for holes, dam-
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10.

11

12.
13.

14

15.
16.

17.
18.

19.
20.

21

age, glass and other foreign objects.

Dugouts and bat racks should be positioned behind screens.

Only players, managers, coaches and umpires are permit-
ted on the playing field during play and practice sessions.

Responsibility for keeping bats and loose equipment off
the field of play should be that of a regular player as-
signed for this purpose.14. Batters must wear protective
helmets during practice, as well as during games.

Procedures should be established for retrieving foul balls
batted out of the playing area

During practice sessions and games, all players should be
alert and watching the batter on each pitch.

During warm up drills, players should be spaced so that
errant balls endanger no one.

Equipment should be inspected regularly. Make sure it
fits properly.

Pitching machines, if used, must be in good working order
(including extension cords, outlets, etc.) and must be op-
erated only by adult managers and coaches.

Batters’ must wear catchers’ protective helmets during
pratice, as well as during pratice.

Catchers must wear catchers helmet, face mask with throat
guard, this applies on the field and in the bull pen.

Except when runner is returning to base, head first slides
should be discouraged.

During sliding practice bases should not be strapped down.

1?1: no time should horse play be permitted on the playing
ield.

Parents of players who wear glasses should be encour-
aged to provide safety glasses.

Players must not wear watches, rings, jewelry or other
metallic items.

Players who are ejected, ill or injured should remain un-
der the supervision of an adult until released to the par-
ent or guardian.

OHIO STATE CONCUSSIIXE INYOUTH SPORTS
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Basic field layoul for all classifications. Use rule 1.06 for actual dimensions.
DIAGRAM NO. 1

LEGEND
———— BATTERS
CATCHER'S BOX, FOUL LINE,
PITCHER'S PLATE, COACH'S BOX
(CINEXT BATTERS BOX
LINES



All classificalions
For actual dimensions
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LAYOUT AT HOME BASE

DIAGRAM NO. 2

LEGEND
1st, 2nd, rd BASES
BATTER'S BOX
CATCHER'S BOX
HOME RARE
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